
 

 

 

 

Omnia Specialities Australia recently officially opened the Stage 1 redevelopment of the Tramway 

Road property. 

Omnia Specialities Australia Managing Director James Freemantle talks about what was a historic 

day for Omnia, a day 34 years in the making.   

Omnia Specialities Australia is based in Morwell in the La Trobe Valley. We believe in the science of 

growing or what we refer to as the ‘Omnia Nutriology system’. This system is based on a holistic 

approach to soil and plant health with the focus on the physical, chemical and biological elements of 

the soil and how they are interconnected. Our value proposition centres on creating a better world 

by facilitating strong customer relationships and providing innovative and sustainable solutions for 

these customers.   

Omnia Specialities employs local people from around the Valley and throughout the country; we 

have used all local contractors and businesses to achieve Stage 1 of the re-development. This Stage 1 

re-development of our site also highlights the extraordinary talents we have here in the Valley.  As 

we grow and world demands more from us, this site will continue to transform and evolve with 

many more exciting projects to occur which will see Omnia Australia become the global hub for 

humic acid and biostimulant production. 

A brief history. It started back in 1994 when it was decided that the rich brown coal deposits located 

in the La Trobe Valley could be a special resource from which agricultural grade humic acid could be 

produced. After a few years and numerous trials on a lab scale, small-scale commercial production 

commenced of K-humate, a rich humic-based soil conditioner and biostimulant that would prove to 

have a positive impact on soil and plant health.  

Soon Omnia became aware of this great product, started exporting the product K-humate to South 

Africa, first in small consignments in 200 litre drums then slowly building to full containers. In 2002, 

and with Omnia South Africa being HRL Agricultures biggest customer, the then Managing Director 

of Omnia South Africa Mr Rod Humphries (who is now our distinguished chairman) visited the 

Morwell site and HRL Agriculture. Impressed with what he saw and the potential he believed could 

be achieved, Omnia made an offer to purchase HRL Agriculture in 2003, which was subsequently 

accepted. The HRL Agriculture team were brought on board through the acquisition and Omnia 

Specialities Australia began trading. What is special about this acquisition is that the staff from HRL 

Agriculture all stayed on for many years to make a significant contribution to the growth of Omnia 

Specialities Australia.  

Omnia Specialities Australia then operated on the site leased from the HRL group slowly growing 

both in the domestic Australian market and export markets. Exposure and growing awareness of K-

Humate brand lead to small plant upgrades, from the small 600ltr vessel to a 18,000 vessel which is 

still in operation today (albeit performing a different function). Again, growing global demand began 

to put pressure on our capacity and as chance had it, the opportunity arose to purchase the HRL site 

in 2016. The decision made to purchase the site was a show of commitment and sustained 

confidence from the Omnia group that the Omnia Specialities business in Australia was a solid 

investment.  



 

Along with this purchase came the capital backing from the group board to invest in capacity and 

infrastructure upgrades that would see the Australian business set up for future growth and become 

a key component of the long term strategic direction of the Omnia International business.  

The Omnia Specialities facility here at Morwell is now at a stage that will see it become a global bio-

stimulant hub for Omnia International, a facility that will attract visitors from around Australia and 

the world to witness and learn about one of the richest sources of Humic Acid available. To add 

some context to this scope, the global market for biostimulants is projected to reach over US$2 

billion by 2020 having a compound annual growth rate of 12 % over the next 5 year. On a regional 

basis, the big growth will be driven Latin America (key countries being Argentina, Brazil, Columbia, 

Mexico) and in SE Asia and India.  

North America, Australia and Europe whilst relatively mature markets are still projected to grow at 

healthy rates. What is exciting is that Omnia Australia is currently exporting to all these regions and 

our new capacity will allow greater ability to meet this growing demand. In fact, Omnia Australia is 

currently exporting or have exported to 30 countries since 2003. Factors driving this growth of the 

biostimulants sector are multiple but the key ones being:  

 Increasing agricultural and food safety regulations especially in North and South America and 

Europe. Consumers are demanding a better agricultural world;   

 Growing environmental considerations that are promoting the safe and sustainable use of 

agricultural fertilisers and chemicals;  

 In response to consumer demands for healthy food products with minimal environmental 

impacts growers are looking for ways to use synthetic chemicals and mineral fertilisers more 

efficiently; 

 Biostimulants like K-humate are increasingly seen as a response to these consumer demands for 

“softer” agricultural practices.  
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 Official opening of Stage 1 – Mayor Darrell White and Omnia Group MD Adriaan De Lange 
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